
COMMISSIONING OF A NAVY SHIP
The commissioning ceremony marks the initiqtion oI service oI

o ship in fhe Operating Forces oI the United Stqtes Navy. At the
rnoment of breakinq her comrnissioning penncnf, USS NEW

ORTEANS (tPH-ll) becomes the responsibility of her Cornmqnd-
inq OfIicer, Captoin GIen M. Even who, together with the ship's

compc,ny, then hos the duty of mokinq ond keeping her constantly
ready Ior any service demqnded by our country in peqce or war.

THE COMMISSION PENIVANT

The origin of the cornmission penncnt is soid to dote bcck to
the lTth century, when the Dutch were fiighting the English. Ad-
mirql Tromp hoisfed q broom at his mqsfheqd to indicqte his in-
tention fo sweep the English trom the secr. The gesture wqs soon
qnswered by the English qdmirc,l who hoisted a horsewhip, to
indicqfe his intention to chcrstise the Dutch. The British cqrried
out their boast qnd ever since, the norrow, or coqchwhip pennont
(symbolizing the original horsewhip) hcs been the distinctive
mqrk of c ship oI wqr qnd has been odopted by oII nctions.


