
THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

WASHINGTON

29 October 1968

Dear Gaptain Even:

Gongratulations on your new command, and best wishes
to you and to your crew on the commlssioning of USS NEW
onLEAl{S (LPH-11) .

Your new ship combines high speed vith the abil ity
to rapldLy l.and a powerful anpbibious striking force
wherever it may be needed. To you is entrusted the deman-
ding, but neaningf ul task of belping to devel.op new means
of realizing the full potential of our !{avy-lilarine Corps
team as a potent instrument for preservlng the peace and
securing the Liberty of all free peoples.

"While I cannot guarantee victory solely as a
result of our retention of command of the sea, t' Admiral
Fechteler once told rs r 

t ' I can absolutely guarantee
defeat if we lose that command. " NEIf OBLEANS and the men
who salL in her wil l contribute measurably to tbat
strength at sea which is one of Americars first safeguards.

I &m sure that, under your dedlcated leadership and
tbat of your officers and petty officers, NEW ORLEANS will
meet every challenge in an outstanding $&fr

PAUL R. IGNATIUS
Secretary of the Nav7

Captain Glen l[. Even, USN
Prospecti.ve Conmanding Of f icer
uss NElf oRLEaNs (LPH-Lr)
Philadelphia Naval Shipyard
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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